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Corments subnitted by the Govermnent of France

Preanble, Paragraph 2: The French Government favours the doletion of this
paragraph, which needlessly restricts the scope of the convontion: It is not
in faot nocessary to cstablish a 1i.k between pollution by oil and pollution

by other noxious substancoo, sine. two legal instrupents can be independent

of cach other. An autonomous text which ocould either adopt the provisions of .
the 1969 Convention or make exprepss reference to thenm would heve tho advantagoes,
by oponing the Convention to all States, of malking it apply to & largor number
of veosels, thus assuring bettor proteoction of the coastlinos.

srticle I ~ note 3t Tho Fronch Government is in favour of rotaining the words
"of the mca" ap thoy appoar in the 1969 Convention, as pollution of the
atnosphore on the high socas need not bho a "gravo and irninont dangor" to the
constlinoss On the othor hand the neagurce to bo takon should not be
gonoralized and ghould remain oxcoptional courses of action,
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~rticle T 2 a): In the torms of this cubscction, any anendnonts to the list
of noxious substances will be adopted by the Maritinme Safety Cormittee and
then "comrmunicated" to the States Parties, The French Governnent camot

accept this amendment procedure insofar as it is not specified that these
anendnents will not bind Statos which declare then unacceptable., Jny
decisions takon by the Maritine Safety Cemnittee rmust be approved either
cxpressly or tacitly Ly the Contracting Partics; in the latter case provision
should be nade in the text of the Protocol for an approval peried of about

gix northg following recceipt of the notification by the Govermment concermed.

srticle I - 31 The Fronch Government proposes the following wording: ‘' ay
Party nay take such exceptional action as is provided for in paragraph 1 with
recard to any onc of the substances referred to in sub-paragraph 2 b)e In
such a case tha’ Party shall be responsible for establishing that it has
sotisfied the conditions laid dowm in paragraph 1 and in sub~paragraph 2 b)."

Srticle 2, notcs A provision guch as thie would indeed be appropriate in a
convention for proventing pollution or coe=operating in pollution control,

but it scems dangerous and its scope scens ill-defined in the present I'rotocol. -
In fact it would risk involving a generalization of the neasurcs of intorvention,
golely from the point of vicw of the roports subnitted by ships! lasterss On
the other hand what could be the reoponsibility of a Master vho had failed to
¢ive notico of a casualty likely to present a danger?




